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Martha Chapman 
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Dear Martha Chapman, 

Tliank you for your interests in the healtli of Virginia's coalfield streams and your comments on 
the Draft Phased Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) document for the Not -th and South Forks 
of the Pound River. The comments you have provided on the Draft TMDL are greatly 
appreciated and have been carefully considered by both the Virginia Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ) and the Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals, and Energy 
(DMME). 

DEQ and DMME have been working cooperatively for the past ten years on development and 
iunplementation of Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDL) to address the state's impaired coalfield 
streams and some iinportant stream recovery has already been realized. Due to the history and 
extent of coalfield stream impairinents, there is much TMDL work to be completed. For niany 
coalfield streams, like the North and South Forks of the Pound River, streatn degradation has 
taken place over a long time and restoration will take time as well. 

Coal has been mined in the headwaters of the North and Soutll Forks of the Pound River for a 
]lundred years. A 1914 Virginia Geologic Survey (VGS) Bulletin titled "The Coal Resources and 
General Geology of the Pound Quadrangle in Virginia" documents several existing mines located 
during a 1911 survey conducted jointly by the VGS and the United States Geologic Survey 
(USGS). A 1923 VGS Bulletin titled "The Geology and Mineral Resources of Wise County and 
the Coal-bearing Portion of Scott County, Virginia" indicates active commercial coal mining in 
Donald's Branch and along tlie South Fork of the Pound River. Mining was being conducted in 
the Kelly, hnboden, Standiford, Taggard, and Phillips coal seams. Mine operators inentioned in 
the 1923 VGS Bulletin for the Soutli Fork Pound River included Ambrose Phillips, Rueben 
Bolling, and the Clinchfield Coal Corporation. The 1923 VGS Bulletin identifies more tlian 
twenty shippuig mines, local mines, and prospecting locations in the South Fork Pound 
watershed. 

In 1978, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) ftmded the completion of a 
study and report on non-point water pollution in southwestern Virginia's coalfields. The report, 
titled "Southwest Virginia 208 Plan" was prepared by the LENOWISCO and Cumberland Plateau 



Planning District Commissions. The repoit lists existing lands uses and includes 16,255 acres of 
surface and underground mining acres for the Pound River watershed. The surface mining 
acreage figures included in the report were based on a 1975 survey utilizing LANDSAT 11 
imagery. The report included the results of water quality data collection as well. Data analyses 
were utilized to identify non-point source pollution problems. "Hot spots" where pollution 
problems existed are shown on maps included in the report. An expansive area fi -om .Dewey up to 
the headwaters of the South Fork of the Pound River was a hot spot in 1975. 

The historical impacts from mining in the Pound River watershed are significant and typical of 
the legacy impacts that precipitated the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act (SMCRA) 
and Virginia's current minnig and reclamation prograin. The state's iunplementation of SMCRA 
is designed to address many of the legacy issues. Fees paid into the Abandoned Mined Land 

_ 
(AML) program on coal as it is mined, re-mining, mitigation, and offsets, are all current 
processes that result in the reclamation -of mined lands and the restoration of impaired -streams.  

Responses to stakeliolder comments are grouped into three categories as follows: 

Group 1— Comments that will be addressed by making requested changes to tl -►e repoi-ts prior to 
submittal of the TMDLs to EPA for their review. 

Group 2- Comments that will be addressed in the two year phased revisions to the TMDLs 

Group 3- Comments that will be considered during the development of future coalfield TMDLs 
but may not be specifically addressed in the two year revisions to the TMDL 

Responses to concerns are italicized. 

Group 1 

a) Stalceholders asked about obtaining the input files. The inputfiles al^e available to the 
public upon request. 

b) Stakeholders asked about the impacts of the wasteload allocations & individualized 
wasteload allocations on the regulated coal mining industry. Changes to t,he docunaents 
have been inade to address those comments. DMME's Division of'Mined Land 
Reclan2ation (DMLR) issues joint Sud ~we Mining Control and Reclamation Act (SMCRA) 
and Nat,ional Pollutant Discharge Elimination Systein (NPDES) permits to active coal 
mine operators in Virginia and those joint SMCRA/NPDES pernaits al^e nzade consistent 
with approved coalfield TMDLs. Since 2005, DIVILR utilizes electronic per»Zitting 
processes and specially designed TMDL software to insure consiste'ncy. Dlp°ing the hwo 
yeal^ phased TMDL revision period, DMLR intends to implement the saine process that 
the agency has successfully used in other TMDL watersheds — except that; because the 
phased process will examine wasteload allocations (WLA) in the TMDLs, the WLA values 
included in the "phased" docunients will not be entered into the sofhvare. Instead, the 
allocations used by DMLR for regulatory purposes be directly generated by the sofh-vai°e. 

Due to limited TDS discharge data for earlier TMDLs, EPA gave DEQ special 
pernaission at that time to aggregate the WLAs and equate the discharge loads to tlze 
aggregated WLA while discharge data was being obtained dui°ing a 2 year period. Tllis 
condition was based on the understanding that these TMDLs would be re-opened in 2 



years and 7^evised to include individztal discharge loads and individual WLAs on a permit 
basis. 

During development of Bull Creek, EPA asked DEQ to stai°t p7°esenting individzfal WLAs 
on the pernait level. EPA's rational is that in no other source sector does DEQ aggregate 
the WLAs of significant VPDES perinits (including MS4s). 

DEQ will not adopt a phased TMDL WLA into the WQMP regulation. This will occzrr r.'n 
2 years after the phased TMDLs are converted to conventional TIVIDLs. 

c) Stakeholders have asked that acceptable offset ratios be identified in the TMDL 
document. DEQ has always strongly suppoT^ted DMLR's offset progi°am, for, fictui°e 
growth in active mining a ~°eas. Also with the inagnitude of unce ~°tainty in est,ablishing a 

  . 	_ 	_.  
base line and calculating actual offset redzrctions to maintain the mass balance, tive 
support using a J atio greater than 2:1. 

However, any application ofpollutant trading or offsets should only target pollutant 
load increases resulting fi°om future growth activities and not existing discharge loads 
exceeding the init.ial TMDL WLAs. 

d) Stakeholders identified apparent conflicts between existing sediment loads fi•om 
extractive mining and the assigned TMDL load. While these ttino loads may appear to be 
in conflict, they actually aNe not. The existing sediment loads that yott cite are .fi°onz Table 
7.1 that were simulated fi°om all stornis that occurred during the simulation period, 
whereas the WLA is calculated based solely on the maximum permitted TSS 
concentNation and the average annual simulated runoff fi°om the extractive landuse. 

e) A stakeholder stated that DEQ failed to consider non- pollutant stressors. The st7°esso7° 

analysis for the Nor th and South Fork Pound shows that laNge portions of the watershed 
are degNaded by excessive sediment and elevated TDS concentrations. Both need to be 
T^educed thr ough the TMDL process. DEQ also recognizes the inapacts caused by 
hydrologic modifications. DEQ has no intention of advocating TMDL r emediation 
measures that exceed the state and federal regulation guide of "reasonable and cost 
effective "; thei°efore, evidence must be provided that all other avenues of'pollutant 
reduction fi°om anthropogenic souJ°ces have been attempted.. 

Group 2 

a) A stakeholder identified grammar and punctuation errors on pages ES-2 and ES-6. This 
will be corrected during the phased revision process. 

b) Stalceholders have requested that the assumptions, requirements, and wasteload 
allocations be consolidated into one section. These will be consolidated dzaring the 
phased revision process. 

c) A stakeholder suggested that the TMDL take a tiered approach. This will be consideJ°ed 
during the phased approach. 

d) A stakeholder requested an explanation of the screening comments in the report. Tllis 
will be considered during the phased approach. 



e) A stakeholder suggested that the reference stream is too far away. This will be 
considered during the phased approach. 
The reference watershed is chosen on the basis of similarity of land arse, topographical, 
ecological, and soil characteristics with those of the inzpaired watei^shed. Both Disvnal 
Creek and Burns Creek represented the closest nzatches and wer e in the satne 
subecoregion. 

f) A stakeholder suggest different types of mining practices be distinguished in the report. 
This will be considered during the phased approach. 

Group 3 

Stakeholders iiisist tliat the drafts inust be talceii before the SWCB prior to sLibmittal to - 	- 	- 
EPA to give the public a chance to present interests and concerns to the Board. Since this 
TMDL is phased the public and the Board will have additional opportinities to be 
involved in the developnzent process. The agencies have discussed this issue 1-nith the 
concerned stakeholder s to assure the7n that the public will have anaple opportzn7ity to 
participate in the TMDL developnzent over the next two yeai^s. 

Sincerely, 

. 	i 

Shelley D. Williams 
Regional TMDL Coordinator 
DEQ- SWRO 
(276) 676-4845 
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Mary Cromer 
Appalachian Citizens' Law Center, Inc. 
52 Broadway, STE B 
Whitesburg, KY 41858 

Dear Mary Cromer, 

Thank you for your interests in the health of Virginia's coalfield streams and your comments on 
the Draft Phased Total Maxilnum Daily Load (TMDL) document for the North and South Forks 
of the Pound River. The coinments you have provided on the Draft TMDL are greatly 
appreciated and have been carefully considered by both the Virginia Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ) and the Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals, and Energy 
(DMME). 

DEQ and DMME have been working cooperatively for the past ten years on development and 
implementation of Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDL) to address the state's impaired coalfield 
streams and some important stream recovery has already been realized. Due to the histoiy and 
extent of coalfield stream impairinents, there is much TMDL work to be completed. For many 
coalfeld streams, like the North and South Forks of the Pound River, stream degradation has 
taken place over a long time and restoration will take time as well. 

Coal has been mined in the headwaters of the North and South Forks of the Pound River for a 
hundred years. A 1914 Virginia Geologic Survey (VGS) Bulletin titled "Tlhe Coal Resources and 
General Geology of the Pound Quadrangle in Virginia" documents several existing mines located 
during a 1911 survey conducted jointly by the VGS and the United States Geologic Survey 
(USGS). A 1923 VGS Bulletin titled "The Geology and Mineral Resources of Wise County and 
the Coal-bearing Portion of Scott County, Virginia" indicates active commercial coal mining in 
Donald's Branch and along the South Forlc of the Pound River. Mining was being conducted in 
the Kelly, Enboden, Standiford, Taggard, and Phillips coal seams. Mine operators mentioned in 
the 1923 VGS Bulletin for the South Fork Pound River included Ainbrose Phillips, Rueben 
Bolling, and the Clinchfield Coal Corporation. The 1923 VGS Bulletiil identifies more than 
twenty shipping mines, local mines, and prospecting locations in the South Fork Pound 
watershed. 

In 1978, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) fimded the completion of a 
study and report on non-point water pollution in southwestern Virginia's coalfields. Tlie report, 
titled "Southwest Virginia 208 Plan" was prepared by the LENOWISCO and Cumberland Plateau 
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Brooks Smith 
Hunton & Williams LLP 
Riverfi•ont Plaza, East Tower 
951 East Byrd St. 
Richmond, VA 23219 

Dear Brooks Smitli, 

Thank you for your interests in the health of Virginia's coalfield streams and your comments on 
the Draft Phased Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) document for the North and Soutll Forks 
of the Pound River. The comments you have provided on the Draft TMDL are greatly 
appreciated and have been carefully considered by both the Virginia Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ) and the Virginia Depat -tment of Mines, Minerals, and Energy 
(DMME). 

DEQ and DMME have been working cooperatively for the past ten years on development and 
implementation of Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDL) to address the state's impaired coalfield 
streams and some important stream recovery has already been realized. Due to the history and 
extent of coalfield stream impairments, there is much TMDL work to be completed. For many 
coalfield streams, like the Not -tll and South Forks of the Pound River, strealn degradation has 
taken place over a long time and restoration will take time as well. 

Coal has been mined in the headwaters of the Nol -th and South Forks of the Pound River fol -  a 
hundred years. A 1914 Virginia Geologic Survey (VGS) Bulletin titled "The Coal Resources and 
General Geology ofthe Pound Quadrangle in Virginia" documents several existing mines located 
during a 1911 survey conducted jointly by the VGS and the United States Geologic Survey 
(USGS). A 1923 VGS Bulletin titled "The Geology and Mineral Resources of Wise County and 
the Coal-bearing Portion of Scott County, Virginia" indicates active commercial coal mining in 
Donald's Branch and along the South Fork of the Pound River. Mining was being conducted in 
the Kelly, hnboden, Standiford, Taggard, and Phillips coal seams. Mine operators mentioned in 
the 1923 VGS Bulletin for the South Fork Pound River included Ambrose Pliillips, Rueben 
Bolling, and the Clinchfield Coal Corporation. The 1923 VGS Bulletin identifies more than 
twenty shipping mines, local mines, and prospecting locations in the South Fork Pound 
watershed. 

In 1978, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) funded the completion of a 
study and report on non-point water pollution in soutllwestern Virginia's coalfields. The report, 
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Jane Branhain 
P.O. Box 14 
Not-ton, VA 24273 

Dear Jane Branham, 

Thank you for your interests in the health of Virginia's coalfield streams and your comments on 
the Draft Phased Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) document for the North and South Forks 
of the Pound River. The comments you have provided on the Draft TMDL are greatly 
appreciated and have been carefully considered by both the Virginia Depat -tment of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ) and the Virginia Depat -tinent of Mines, Minerals, and Energy 
(DMME). 

DEQ and DMME have been working cooperatively for the past ten years on development and 
implementation of Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDL) to address the state's impaired coalfield 
streams and some important sti -eam recovery has already been realized. Due to the history and 
extent of coalfield streain impairtnents, there is mucll TMDL work to be completed. For many 
coalfield streams, like the North and South Forks of the Pound River, stream degradation llas 
taken place over a long time and restoration will take time as well. 

Coal has been mined in the headwaters of the Noi -tli and South Forks of the Pouu1d Rivei -  for a 
hundred years. A 1914 Virginia Geologic Survey (VGS) Bulletin titled "Tlie Coal Resources and 
General Geology of the Pound Quadrangle in Virginia" documents several existing mines located 
during a 1911 survey conducted jointly by the VGS and the United States Geologic Survey 
(USGS). A 1923 VGS Bulletin titled "The Geology and Mineral Resources of Wise County and 
the Coal-bearing Poi-tion of Scott County, Virginia" indicates active commercial coal mining in 
Donald's Branch and along the South Fork of tbe Pound River. Mining was being conducted in 
the Kelly, Imboden, Standiford, Taggard, and Phillips coal seams. Mine operators mentioned in 
the 1923 VGS Bulletin for the South Fork Pound River included Ambrose Phillips, Rueben 
Bolling, and the Clincbfield Coal Corporation. The 1923 VGS Bulletin identifies more than 
twenty shipping mines, local mines, and prospecting locations in the South Fork Pound 
watershed. 

In 1978, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) ftuided tlie completion of a 
study and report on non-point water pollution in soutliwestern Virginia's coalfields. The report, 
titled "Southwest Virginia 208 Plan" was prepared by the LENOWISCO and Cumberland Plateau 
Planning District Commissions. The report lists existing lands uses and includes 16,255 acres of 
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Kathy Selvage 
611 Kemper Rd. 
Wise, VA 24293 

Dear Kathy Selvage, 

Tlianlc you for your interests in the health of Virginia's coalfield streams and your comments on 
the Draft Pliased Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) doculnent for the North and South Forks 
of the Pound River. The comments you have provided on the Draft TMDL are greatly 
appreciated and have been carefiilly considered by botli the Virginia Department of 
Enviromnental Quality (DEQ) and the Virginia Depat-tinent of Mines, Minerals, and Energy 
(DMIVIE). 

DEQ and DMME have been working cooperatively for the past ten years on development and 
implementation of Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDL) to address the state's impaired coalfield 
streams and some important strearn recovei -y has already been realized. Due to the history and 
extent of coalfield streatn ilnpairments, there is much TMDL work to be completed. Foi -  many 
coalfield streatns, like the Nortli and South Forks of the Pound River, stream degradation has 
taken place over a long time and restoration will take time as well. 

Coal has been mined in the headwaters of the Nol -tli and South .Forks of the Pound River for a 
hundred years. A 1914 Virginia Geologic Survey (VGS) Bulletin titled "Tlie Coal Resources and 
General Geology of the Pound Quadrangle in Virginia" doculnents several existing mines located 
during a 1911 survey conducted jointly by the VGS and the United States Geologic Sturvey 
(USGS). A 1923 VGS Bulletin titled "The Geology and Mineral Resources of Wise County and 
the Coal-bearing Portion of Scott Co>.ulty, Virginia" indicates aetive commercial coal mining in 
Donald's Branch and along the South Fo ►•k of the Pound River. Mining was being conducted in 
the Kelly, Imboden, Standiford, Taggard, and Phillips coal seams. Mine operators mentioned in 
the 1923 VGS Bulletin for the Soutl -►  Fork Pound River included An-ibrose Phillips, Ruebeil 
Bolling, and the Clinchfield Coal Corporation. The 1923 VGS Bulletin identifies more than 
twenty shipping mines, local mines, and prospecting locations in the South Fork Pound 
watershed. 

In 1978, the United States Environmental Pi -otection Ageney (EPA) ftinded the completion of a 
study and report on non-point water pollution in southwestern Virginia's coaltields. The ►-eport, 
titled "Southwest Virginia 208 Plan" was prepared by the LENOWISCO and Cumberland Plateau 
Planning District Commissions. The report lists existing lands uses and includes 16,255 acres of 
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Roger Jones 
P.O. Box 2643 
Wise, VA 24297 

Dear Roger Jones, 

Thank you for your interests in the health of Virginia's coalfield streams and your comments on 
the Draft Phased Total Maximuin Daily Load (TMDL) document for the North and South Forlcs 
of the Pound River. The comments you have provided on the Draft TMDL are greatly 
appreciated and have been carefully considered by both the Virginia Department of 
Environmental Qtality (DEQ) and the Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals, and Energy 
(DMME). 

DEQ and DMME have been working cooperatively for the past ten years on development and 
implementation of Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDL) to address the state's impaired coalfield 
streains and some important stream recovery has already been realized. Due to the history aiid 
extent of coalfield stream impairrnents, there is much TMDL work to be completed. For many 
coalfield streams, like the North and South Forks of the Pound River, streatn degi -adation lias 
taken place over a long time and restoration will talce time as well. 

Coal has been mined in the headwaters of the North and Soutli Forks of the Pound Rivei -  for a 
liundred years. A 1914 Virginia Geologic Survey (VGS) Bulletin titled "The Coal ResoLirces and 
General Geology ofthe Pound Quadrangle in Virginia" documents several existing mines located 
during a 1911 survey conducted jointly by the VGS and the United States Geologic Survey 
(USGS). A 1923 VGS Bulletin titled "The Geology and Mineral Resources of Wise County and 
the Coal-bearing Portion of Scott County, Virginia" indicates active commercial coal mining in 
Donald's Brancli and along the South Fork of the Pound River. Mining was being conducted in 
the Kelly, linboden, Standiford, Taggard, and Phillips coal seams. Mine operators inentioned in 
the 1923 VGS Bulletin foi• the Soutl -t Fork Pound River included Ambrose Pliillips, Rueben 
Bolling, and the Clinchfield Coal Corporation. The 1923 VGS Bulletin identifies more than 
twenty shipping mines, local mines, and prospecting locations in tlie South Fork Pound 
watershed. 

In 1978, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) fimded the completion of a 
study and report on non-point water pollution in southwestern Virginia's coalfields. The report, 
titled "Sotrthwest Virginia 208 Plan" was prepared by the LENOWISCO ancl Cumberland Plateau 
Planning District Commissions. The report lists existing lands uses and includes 16,255 acres of 
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Bill McCabe 
Central Appalachian EJ Organizer 
726 Clinch Mt. Rd. 
Eidson, TN 37731 

Dear Bill McCabe, 

Thank you for your interests in the health of Virginia's coalfield streams and your comments on 
the Draft Pliased Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) document for the North and South Forks 
of the Pound River. The comments you have provided on the Draft TMDL are greatly 
appreciated and have been carefillly considered by both the Virginia Departtnent of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ) and the Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals, and Energy 
(DMME). 

DEQ and DMME have been working cooperatively for the past ten years on development and 
implementation of Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDL) to address the state's impaired coalfield 
streams and some important streain recovery lias already been realized. Due to the history and 
extent of coalfield stream impairments, there is much TMDL work to be completed. For many 
coalfield streams, like the Not -th and South Forks of the Pound River, stream degradation lias 
taken place over a long time and restoration will take time as well. 

Coal has been mined in the headwaters of the North and South Forks of the Pound River for a 
hundred years. A 1914 Virginia Geologic Survey (VGS) Bulletin titled "The Coal Resources and 
General Geology of the Pound Quadrangle in Virginia" documents several existing mines located 
during a 1911 survey conducted jointly by the VGS and the United States Geologic Survey 
(USGS). A 1923 VGS Btilletin titled "The Geology and Mineral Resources of Wise County and 
the Coal-bearing Portion of Scott County, Virginia" indicates active commercial coal mining in 
Donald's Branch and along the Soutli Fork of the Pound River. Mining was being conducted in 
the Kelly, Imboden, Standiford, Taggard, and Phillips coal seams. Mine operators mentioned in 
the 1923 VGS Bulletin for the South Fork Pound River included Ainbrose Phillips, Rueben 
Bolling, and the Clinchfield Coal Corporation. The 1923 VGS Bulletin identifies more than 
twenty shipping mines, local mines, and prospecting locations in the South Fork Pound 
watershed. 

In 1978, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) fiinded the completion of a 
study and report on non-point water pollution in southwestern Virginia's coalfields. The report, 
titled "Southwest Virginia 208 Plan" was prepared by the LENOWISCO and Cunlberland Plateau 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10

